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BOOK REVIEWS 313 

Das Problem eines internationalen Staatengerichtshof. By Dr. 
Hans Wehberg. (Munchen and Leipzig: Duncker and Hum- 
blot, 1912. Pp. xx, 243.) 

This is the second volume in the series entitled Das Werk vom Haag 
edited by Professor Schucking, and it furnishes another example of the 
great interest which is being taken in Germany during recent years in 
the work of The Hague Conferences. In an interesting note on p. 144, 
Dr. Wehbeg speaks of his conversion to pacificism in 1908 when he 
first began to realize that the creation of The Hague Tribunal in 1899 
marked a turning point in the world's history. There appears to have 
been very little appreciation of this fact in Germany prior to the publica- 
tion of Meurer's important work on The Hague Conference in 1905, but 
since then the number of German publicists deeply interested in the 
modern peace movement has been steadily increasing. In addition to 
the pioneers Fried and Schlief , the list of German peace advocates now 
includes such important names as those of Kohler, Lammasch, von 
Liszt, Nippold, Schucking, Ullmann, Wehberg, and Zorn. Instead of 
being as formerly one of the most backward countries in this respect, 
Germany is now furnishing the world with some of the deepest students 
and most radical champions of the peace movement. To those who 
appreciate the profound influence of German scholarship, this is a fact 
of the greatest significance. 

After calling attention to the change in our conception of sovereignty 
as applied to international relations, the author points out the necessity 
of developing international law by means of judicial decisions. In the 
third chapter he proves the impossibility of furthering this development 
under our present system of arbitration which is based upon a spirit of 
compromise rather than an ideal of justice. He shows conclusively that 
this system cannot even be reformed. In the next chapter he points out 
that an ideal system of international courts would require the total 
exclusion of diplomatists, of nationals belonging to either of the litigant 
states, and even of judges named by them. He insists upon a perma- 
nent court and condemns any system based upon the idea of rotation 
of judges who, he thinks, should be chosen by means of indirect election 
through an electoral college. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Wehberg does not believe in the need 
of appealing to force for the execution of international decisions. This 
and other matters are discussed in the sixth chapter. In the later chap- 
ters, he discusses the various projects hitherto proposed for a permanent 
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international court, presents in detail the debates on the project of the 
court of arbitral justice recommended by the second Hague Conference, 
and furnishes the text of this project with a valuable commentary. The 
closing or tenth chapter is devoted to a consideration of "prospects." 

On the whole, this new work of Dr. Wehberg's is most suggestive, 
attractive, and scholarly, and it constitutes a valuable contribution to 
the subjects of which it treats. On only one point does the reviewer 
seriously disagree with the views of the author as expressed in this book. 
He does not agree that any tribunal or court of arbitration is well adapted 
to the decision of important political disputes. For the settlement of 
these questions we must, at least for a long time to come, continue to 
look at diplomacy, mediation, or possibly to international legislation. 

The volume contains a very full and useful bibliography. It is 
dedicated to James Brown Scott, American delegate to the second Hague 
Conference and main author of the American project for the court of 
arbitral justice. 

Amos S. Hershey. 

War and Its Alleged Benefits. By J. Novicow. Translated by 
Thomas Seltzer. (New York: Holt and Company, 1911. 
Pp. 130.) 

As vice-president of the International Institute of Sociology the author 
of this book deemed it worth while to refute the arguments advanced by 
the militarists in defence of war. He has done this in a manner fairly 
satisfactory — considering the small space at his disposal — to everyone 
except the militarists. 

Insisting that war must be regarded not merely as a defensive opera- 
tion but an offensive one as well, he reviews the objects of war as canni- 
balism, spoilation, intolerance and despotism; and argues that since 
none of these obj ects are beneficial they cannot j ustif y warfare. Nor can 
war be justified as an end in itself; since 8000 wars have settled nothing, 
war is only very exceptionally if ever a solution of international diffi- 
culties. 

The physiological effect of war is, not to aid in the destructuion of the 
unfit, but to destroy the bravest and the physically best; not to enable 
the victors to marry the women and produce a cross-breeding favorable 
to the race, but to enable the least brave and therefore the unskilled 
among the victors, and the fugitives and weaklings among the defeated, 
to become the fathers of the race. The physically defective are rejected 



